April 25, 2006   10:00 AM

PADEP Stormwater Manual Oversight Committee

Rachel Carson Building Second Floor Auditorium

DRAFT MINUTES  (Summary of Meeting)

I. 
PADEP Announcements/Status Report 

The Minutes were approved with one addition.  Maya van Rossum requested in writing prior to the meeting that the minutes note the many comments made during the meeting that the Model Ordinance needs to reflect the text and content of the BMP Manual before it is released to the public.     

The Department discussed that the Manual was presented for public comment in the April 15, 2006 Pennsylvania Bulletin.  The public comment process was also discussed.  This created a large number of comments and questions, both from the committee and the public attendees.  These comments and questions are summarized in the following listing:

Question concerning how changes would be made to the Manual once it is finalized and how often they would be done?  The Department wants to update the Manual on a regular basis but doesn’t have any detailed plans on when or how often.

Question concerning what the status of the Model Ordinance is and when it might be released for comment?  The Department would like to release the Model Ordinance during the comment period for the Manual so people could compare them and make comments to both, if appropriate.  Currently a committee of local government officials is reviewing the document and we are waiting for comments.  There were many comments from people disappointed that the Stormwater Committee would not have a chance to review the Ordinance before it’s release.  The Department explained that the Stormwater Manual Oversight Committee wasn’t tasked with developing the Model Ordinance but that their comments from the last meeting were incorporated in the current draft of the Model Ordinance.

There were comments and questions about the makeup of the local government committee that was reviewing the Model Ordinance?  The Department didn’t have that information at the meeting but promised to get the answer and distribute it to the committee by May 1, 2006.  In addition, the Committee requested a copy of the Model Ordinance be provided to the Committee members prior to the public notice. 

There were some expressed concerns that comments on the Manual may cause changes to the Model Ordinance.  The Department responded that the intention is to have the comment period overlap so the public can review both and make appropriate comments.

Will the Model Ordinance be used for Act 167 and MS4?  It is expected that the new Model Ordinance will be a baseline to replace both older 167 and MS4 ordinances.

Will permit reviewers use the Manual to review permits?  If the permit application used the Manual to demonstrate that they are complying with water quality standards, the Manual will be used during review.  If the application uses some other method, the reviewer will review the documentation submitted by the applicant’s engineer.

There was a concern how the DEP reviewing engineer would know if an application is in compliance with a Township regulation based on the Model Ordinance?  It will be handled as it is now.  On the application, the applicant needs to check if the plan is based on a current Act 167 plan, MS4 permit or the Stormwater Manual.  

There was a question about education and outreach after the Manual is final?  The Department plans to follow through with the original plan of providing educational opportunities in all 6 Regions for all interested parties.  How that will occur has not been finalized yet.

There were comments that a draft of the Model Ordinance should be circulated to the Committee before its release to the public.  The Department agreed to provide a copy of the Model Ordinance to the Committee by May 1, 2006.

There were numerous comments, as at the last meeting, that the Model Ordinance should be consistent with the Manual.  The Department agreed.

II.
Presentation of Final Draft Manual for Public Comment

The powerpoint presentation that will be delivered at Pittsburgh, Harrisburg, Allentown and Norristown over the next month was presented to the Committee and guests.  The response was that it was an accurate depiction of the Manual.  There were several slides on the Model Ordinance and they were changed during the meeting to meet requests on wording from the Committee members and the public.

IV.
Q & A Session

There were numerous comments, mostly focused on the Model Ordinance.  There were numerous comments that the Committee should be involved in the drafting of the Model Ordinance and should supply comments before it is released.  There was a suggestion to delay the release of the Ordinance until after the May meeting in order to consider comments from the Committee.  There was also a comment that maybe there should be an MS4 ordinance and a non-MS4 ordinance. 
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